
 Dowling Newsletter  Friday, April 15th 2022 
 Haddii aad rabto in macluumaadkaan la turjumo, fadlan la xiriir xafiiska at 612.668.4410 
 Si desea que se traduzca esta informacion, comuniquese con la oficina al 612.668.4410 

 A Message From Ms. Page, School Principal 
 Thank you to all of our families for your support in our students returning from school after spring break. Our 
 attendance has been very positive and this helps so much in the education of your child or children. 

 Our staff has created a building-wide environmentally themed plan to utilize our extra time added each day to 
 incorporate science standards that will be discussed and studied each week. The two standards we are working on 
 are: 

 1.  Raise questions about the natural world and seek answers by making careful observations, noting what 
 happens when you interact with an object, and sharing the answers with others. 

 2.  Compare the impact of individual decisions on natural systems. For example: Choosing paper or plastic bags 
 impacts landfills as well as ocean life cycles 

 A building wide question will be shared each week and the extra time will be spent making connections with this 
 theme in an outdoor learning environment. We are excited to work on these topics as a school and incorporate other 
 resources such as articles and books to make literacy connections as well. 

 Changes in Dowling’s Dismissal Procedures Effective Monday, April 18th 
 Please see the link below regarding upcoming changes to the dismissal walk-up and car pick up line: 
 Dowling Dismissal Update 

 MCA Testing Continues 
 Math- April 18-21 (Grades 3-5), Science- April 25-28 (grade 5 only). Each test will take approximately 2 hour long 
 sessions to complete on 2 consecutive days. Your child’s teacher will let you know the specific days during those 
 weeks that their class will be testing. 

 Classroom Placements for 2022-2023 

 Creating well-balanced classroom rosters for the following school year is a very thoughtful process, with many 
 factors taken into consideration. Dowling teachers gather relevant data on every student and meet with all support 
 staff involved, to place your student in the learning environment most suited for their success.  Please provide any 
 information about your student's learning style that would be beneficial to this process, by completing the following 
 form and submitting no later than Monday, April 25th.  Fill out form 

 From the Health Office 

 COVID Updates 
 As you may have heard, MPS is changing the protocols around COVID effective Monday, April 18th.  The following is 
 a summary of the changes as of today: 

https://dowling.mpls.k12.mn.us/Res/Dismissal-%20Parent%20Pick%20Up-%20Key%20Chain.pdf
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSebp1t7lm2kDjjFMWit2zj197aWBHyA-ZYd2gI8GBT5VNECzw/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0&usp=mail_form_link__;!!MxD8lHs9xPYQ!KWhQa39q6yLOs8Ty3TT04ciAYCDEuExjuWHXGYSPGrOKTFsjPhVdroqFUWO7cISs35-KO1-z7eapJZPjb4WBnqRFOcJ4sfQG_Q$


 Masks:  the MPS mask mandate will be lifted.  Staff and students can choose to wear masks based on their 
 preference, comfort, and/or level of risk.  If community spread increases in the future, it is possible that the mask 
 requirement may be reinstated. We realize that there may be many feelings about this change.   Please reach out if 
 you need more information or want to talk about masks and your student. 

 Isolation:  The isolation period for students who have tested positive for COVID is unchanged.  Students still need to 
 stay home for 10 full days from the start of symptoms or their positive COVID test, whichever came first. 

 Quarantine:  There will be no quarantine required for fully vaccinated students.  For students who are not fully 
 vaccinated, the quarantine period will change from 10 days to 5 days.  On days 6-10, students can attend school but 
 will be required to wear masks.  NOTE:  the quarantine period may be longer for students who have been exposed to 
 COVID in their household (or in other cases per MN Department of Health or Mpls Health Department). 

 Contact tracing:  Each positive COVID case will continue  to be reported by myself to MPS Health Related Services 
 (as has been done throughout the pandemic).  However, universal contact tracing will no longer be done with each 
 case unless recommended by MN Department of Health or Mpls Health Department. It is unclear if COVID 
 notification letters will continue to be sent out  (I have asked for additional clarification from Health Services about 
 this). 

 We will continue to watch the trends with COVID infections  and will continue to be in frequent communication with 
 the MN Department of Health and MPS Health Services.  It is possible that the protocols may change in the future if 
 COVID numbers go up… stay tuned! 

 **Please continue to keep your student home if they have symptoms and contact the Health Office to let us 
 know**.  We do have a good supply of rapid COVID tests  on hand, so you can contact us if you need one.  Our 
 contact information:  Roxanne Truen, RN, Lic. School Nurse - 612-668-4416 /  roxanne.truen@mpls.k12.mn.us 
 Adrienne Bisping, LPN - 612-668-4415 /  adrienne.bisping@mpls.k12.mn.us 

 Summer Scholars open for registration! 

 Summer Scholars is an innovative, immersive summer school experience that challenges students to explore a 
 world of possibilities inside the classroom and out. The program encourages students to forge their own paths, 
 dream up new ideas and find meaning in everything they create, all while discovering endless ways to connect with 
 friends and their own interests.  With five unique,  engaging Summer Scholars Academies, there’s a place for 
 everyone to experience more while growing their learning. There is transportation for all eligible students, and 
 breakfast and lunch are provided daily, at no cost.  Learn more about the different academies and register  here: 
 Summer Scholars 2022 (mpls.k12.mn.us) 

 Announcements from the PTO: 
 ●  We are looking for 1 or 2 additional parents to help put together the yearbook. No graphic design experience 

 needed! If you are able to help, please email  board@dowlingpto.org 
 ●  If you have candid pictures from this school year (first day of school, helping in the Forest, PTO events, etc.) 

 and would like them to be in the yearbook, please email them to  yearbook@dowlingpto.org  Please indicate 
 your child’s grade when you email. 

 ●  Bike/Walk/Roll to school week is May 2nd through 6th. If you are able, walk, bike, or roll with your child to 
 school that week. Parking a couple blocks away and walking is perfectly acceptable! Check in at the table 
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 outside the Edmund Blvd entrance (bike racks will be set up there) to be entered for a prize! Staff are 
 working on ways to include our bus riders and Minneapolis Kids. 

 ●  Spring Get Outdoors/Campout - Saturday, May 7th - 4:30 - 7:30pm 
 ○  We will have lawn games, a bonfire, all-beef and vegan hot dogs, and halal smores. Those wishing to 

 camp out can set up their tents at this time. **If you would like to campout, but don’t have the 
 equipment, we have plenty of extra tents and equipment! We also have parents who can help with 
 set-up. Just let us know when you get there or email us ahead of time - board@dowlingpto.org 

 ○  8:00pm - Winchell Trail River Walk - a few parents will lead families who are interested on a short 
 sunset walk 

 ○  9:00pm - 7:00 am - quiet hours 
 ○  Families can attend just the Get Outdoors Event, just the Campout or both! Parents must 

 accompany kids at all times - this is not a drop-off event. 
 ○  Bathrooms will be made available in the Ag building. 
 ○  Please keep your pets at home! 

 ●  End of Year Carnival 
 ○  Friday, june 3rd - 5:15 - 7:15pm 
 ○  More info to come soon! 

 We are in need of volunteers to help with these various events. Here is the link to the sign up genius. Once you sign 
 up, you will be contacted as the date approaches with more details. The more volunteers we get, the more we can 
 spread out the tasks! 
 https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4da9aa2ba0f4cf8-dowling 
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